
Exterior of Centre for Contemporary Art,, Derry~Londonderry

UK NEW ARTISTS: WEEKENDER #5

Location: Derry~Londonderry, Northern Ireland

Dates: 20–23 May 2022

Venue: Centre for Contemporary Art, Derry~Londonderry, Northern Ireland
Application Deadline: Monday 11th April 2022  at midnight

The Weekender residency is organised in partnership between Centre for Contemporary Art and UK New
Artists. This will be the fifth iteration of the weekender programme with previous events having taken place
in Blackpool ( 2017 & 2021) St Ives (2018) and Skegness (2019).

More about Derry~Londonderry

Derry~Londonderry is the second-largest city in Northern Ireland. The name comes from the Old Irish word,
Daire meaning ‘oak grove’, and records show communities inhabiting the banks of the river Foyle since the
6th century. Historical sites include the city walls built in the 17th century, the port, the Guildhall and more
recent historical monuments such as Free Derry Corner and the Bogside murals. The sectarian conflicts, also
known as the Troubles, took place from the late 1960s through to 1990s, and traces of divided communities
are evident throughout the city and in its contested name. Today, the city’s proximity to the border with the
Republic of Ireland means that Brexit remains a pertinent political topic and lived experience for residents
Language, naming, nationalism, unionism, their complexities and histories are all points of discussion in the
city, which is also often explored through the arts scene, from street art to social practice. Array Collective’s
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recent Turner Prize win has also turned eyes towards the region and its arts as much as activist ecologies.

Host Partner

Centre for Contemporary Art (CCA) creates opportunities for audiences to experience ambitious,
experimental and engaging art, and for emerging artists to develop successful careers. We welcome artists
and projects with a connection to our region and collaborate with others to strengthen the arts, locally,
nationally and internationally. CCA fosters a wide range of artistic, curatorial, and critical practices through
five programme streams: research and production, exhibition-making, public programmes, publishing, and
residencies. CCA developed out of the Context Gallery in The Playhouse. Since its conception in 1992, the
gallery has exhibited emerging artists from Northern Ireland alongside international peers. CCA’s activity
builds on the history of the Context Gallery but has a wider mandate, fostering a range of artistic, curatorial,
and critical practices, locally, regionally and internationally. CCA opened in the autumn of 2012 in a space
designed by Michael Carr Architects. In 2021 CCA was honoured to be one of five shortlisted for the Art
Fund Museum of the Year 2021, the world's largest museum prize for CCA's work supporting artists and
audiences over the pandemic.

Supporting Partner

UK New Artists is a national charity & Arts Council NPO. UKNA is a creative talent development
organisation; building capacity & increasing opportunities for emerging creatives to be seen & heard;
empowering artists to develop skills & communicate ideas effectively; helping to ensure a vibrant & diverse
future for the UK. We equip new UK artists by providing participation and connection; helping them to be
the best they can be. We run a range of developmental platforms for artists which include our
micro-residencies which have given over 100 artists a stimulating space to reconnect with their work &
learn new skills. UKNA also runs the Robert Walters Group UK New Artist of the Year award at the Saatchi
Gallery and has delivered high profile combined arts events internationally.

Residency Curator

Sophie Mak-Schram is an art historian, producer, educator and occasional practitioner. She was, amongst
other things, one founding half of Overheard Map, an annual residency project that experimented with how
artists worked together, one half of Tail Bend Travel, a (sometimes fictional) tour company that offered
unexpected walking/video/performance tours, one part of Cera Project, a curatorial platform for art of the
non-West, and one part of PACTO, an international art collective. Sophie likes to think and work with other
people around how knowledge is constituted through or around art, and what political, social and cultural
implications these knowledge have. She is specifically interested in decolonial and feminist approaches,
radical pedagogies and collective practices.

The Brief

This Weekender will be exploring how languages bring people together and keep people apart.
Language is often seen as primary to identity: communities form around shared understandings of the
world. Languages have histories and carry memories - one might think here of untranslatable words, oral
histories or the sensorial and phonetic specificities of a mother tongue, but also of the politics of language
learning - when, where and with what force languages were made dominant, preserved or forgotten.
Beyond spoken languages, there’s also other forms of language that bring communities together: specific
forms of assembling, gestures, rituals, and embodied communication. Languages exist in time, but also
constantly morph and change as political realities and societal settings shift.

Turner Prize winners Array Collective will be present during the Weekender to help us think through these
themes, particularly in relation to practices of activism, community-building and politics in the context of
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Derry~Londonderry.

What am I getting myself into?

The Weekender is a micro-residency: an opportunity to take some time, meet other artists, collaborate and
replenish thinking and possible directions for your practice. Other aspects of the Weekender include:

− Periods of walking and talking
− Collective facilitated discussions
− Time to personally test thinking/ideas at CCA or the physical fabric of Derry~Londonderry as a town
− The opportunity to make work-in-progress or experimentation that will be displayed in CCA’s Project

Space in the fortnight following the Weekender

Number of Participants & Criteria

We are looking to support a group of 6 artists. We’re interested in artists across disciplines, we are looking
for artists with a record of work that explores the one or more of the following:

1. Artists whose work is concerned with language in an expanded sense: perhaps you’re working with
movement as a means of communication, silences in formal histories, assembling as a practice, or
something else entirely.

2. Artists who see the residency as a stimulating platform to further enrich their own practice and
develop their knowledge.

3. Artists with an interest in working with others, with a cross disciplinary approach to producing ideas
and outcomes.

Draft Timetable

Date TBA A digital gathering ahead of the Weekender of the selected
artists to say ‘Hello’ and meet the team and fellow artists and
learn a bit more about each other and ask any questions.

Friday 20th May Arrive in Derry~Londonderry ( approximately lunch time)
and head to accommodation, meet the other artists, drop off
bags etc and settle in.

Saturday 21st May The day will be filled with facilitated workshops, free time,
gatherings and exploration and at the end of the day  group
dinner

Sunday 22nd May Another day filled with facilitated workshops, free time,
gatherings and exploration and at the end of the day  group
dinner

Monday 23rd May Travel day: Say goodbyes and leave Derry~Londonderry to
head home

Participating artists will be offered

● £250 stipend
● Suitable accommodation in Derry with your own room
● All meals will be provided during the residency
● All flights and travel to and within Northern Ireland
● All travel to and from a UK Airport
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Eligibility

● Artists must be within the first 10 years of their professional practice
● Artists from all artforms can apply
● You must be eligible to live, study or work in the UK
● Individuals, collaborators and or collectives (no larger than 3 members) can apply

Deadline for Applications: Monday 11th April 2022 at midnight

HOW TO APPLY

Following on from the previous iterations of the Weekender residencies, UK New Artists in partnership with
CCA are expecting a large number of applications. It is important you read the brief in full before making an
application. To apply please click the link below to fill in a short application form. We will ask for some basic
question and contact details, and then you will need to upload the following:

● A one page CV
● A one page statement outlining how well you feel you meet the brief and criteria and how you
would feel you would benefit from being part of the residency programme

Application form link: https://airtable.com/shr0iAdA7k4EZ93PP

The form will also ask some equal opportunities questions, but please note that these are for monitoring
purposes only. The panel will not see these answers and they will not be used to make a decision on your
application.

We are open to receiving applications in a variety of ways in order to make this process accessible to
everyone. If you would like to discuss another way to apply, for example via video or audio, please get in
touch by emailing hugh@uknewartists.co.uk.

All applications are reviewed by a selection panel, comprising partner organisations and members of our
Creative Thinktank.  Successful applicants will be informed by Tuesday April 19th. Please assume your
application has been unsuccessful if you have not heard by Friday April 22nd. We are sorry but we are
unable to give feedback on unsuccessful applications due to limited capacity.

UK New Artists and Centre for Contemporary Art gratefully acknowledge the support of the following
partners:
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